
William Henry Mankins bio by John  Christeson  
 
William Henry Mankins was born January 4, 1838 in Arkansas, son of Samuel Charles 
Mankins and Docia [Williams] Mankins. He died January 6, 1913 at Mrs. Weaver's 
Boarding House in Georgetown, Texas, and was buried here in the Odd Fellows 
Cemetery.  
 
He was one of fourteen children, six girls and eight boys with William being the second 
oldest son. The boys were John W., William Henry, Evan, Samuel Jim, Jasper, George, 
Peter and Isaac.  Of these it is known that John W., William Henry, Evan, Samuel Jim 
and Jasper all served in the Confederate Army. Evan is buried in this cemetery, Jasper in 
Arizona.  
 
Mitzi Moore of Murfreesboro, Tenn., a descendant of the Mankins, had done 
considerable research on the family and via e-mail provided a wealth of information 
regarding the family including the names of the children. She was unable to attend this 
ceremony and I am speaking on her behalf. 
 
The family arrived in Texas in about 1847 and Williamson County was formed the next 
year. They eventually established a farm on the west side of the San Gabriel River, just 
north of what is now Highway 29 at Mankins Crossing. A cemetery was established on 
their land with three gravestones surviving. It was used as a neighborhood cemetery and 
may have as many as 31 burials there. This land is now owned by the parents of Edith 
and Lonny Bullock. When the land was bought it was not known that there was a 
cemetery on the property. 
 
John W., born 1835, reportedly died in the Civil War.  
Nancy J. born 1837 
William Henry born 4 Jan 1838, died Jan. 6, 1913 and buried in the IOOF Cemetery, 
Georgetown, TX.  
Evan born 12 Jan 1839, died 12 Apr 1924. [Buried in IOOF Cemetery, Georgetown, 
Texas.] 
Sarah A. born 1841 
Margie born 1842 
Samuel Jim born 1843, died 1873. 
Jasper born 1845, died 22 Jan 1905. [Buried in Globe Cemetery, Globe, Gila County, 
Arizona.] 
George born 1847 
Celina born 1848 
Peter born 1849 
Victoria born 1853. [Married L.W. Jones.] 
Isaac born 1857 
Rachel B. born 1859 
 
Review of Henry's probate records at the office of the Register of Deeds in Georgetown 
revealed that he willed his sister Victoria Levingood the sum of $100.00 with the residue 



of his estate to go to Frank A. & Willie Young with Frank as the Administrator. His 
home sold for $800.00 and after his death and the funeral expenses were paid, only 
$57.97 was left for distribution. No provision for a gravestone was noted in his funeral 
expenses and no gravestone was noted in his funeral plot in the Odd Fellows Cemetery. 
[See Probate File 1799.] 
 
After reading the probate file I visited this plot and noted that there was no gravestone. I 
then started the process of filing an application for a gravestone with the Veterans 
Administration. The first application was turned down, as I was not a descendant of the 
deceased. I then found out that a cemetery itself is considered the same as a relative. So I 
visited the cemetery office and Jill Kellum signed as the applicant and filed the 
application. After about five weeks the gravestone arrived and I watched as a cemetery 
employee lifted the gravestone out of the truck, carried it like a baby and gently set it on 
the ground. The gravestone weighs 120 pounds. 
 
Once the gravestone was set I notified Terry Ayers, of the Descendants of Confederate 
Veterans, and this ceremony was set in motion. 
 
 


