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A Little Bit of Local History 
Tumlinson’s Fort at Block House Creek 
 
If you have ever visited the Block House Creek neighborhood located between Leander and Cedar Park, you’ve probably wondered 
where the name came from.  Many people assume that the “block house” is a reference to the old Walker House located in          
Tumlinson Park in the middle of the neighborhood.  If you read the historical marker in the front of the neighborhood, you will find that 
there is a little more to the story.  If you dig a little 
deeper into the lives of the people that built the fort 
and served there, you will find that this little fort out 
on the edge of the frontier had it’s own little part to 
play in Texas history.  
 
I have been researching the site for the past few 
months, as I own a home that backs up to Tumlinson 
Fort Road.  My interest was sparked when I bought 
the home four years ago and found a 300 year old or 
older oak tree in the back yard.  When I heard that a 
fort used to sit here I assumed it was a civil war fort 
and often wondered just how many soldiers sat un-
der the shade of the old tree wondering about their 
future and their country, and just how many never 
returned home to their families.  I rather enjoyed the 
idea that my old tree had a role in history.  I was a 
little surprised when I found out that Tumlinson’s Fort 
was not a Civil War fort.  Tumlinson’s Fort was even 
older. 
 
1835 was a year of unrest in what would one day become Williamson County and as fate would have it, a significant year in Texas 
history as well.  Texas had declared it’s independence from Mexico and had started to build it’s Army in preparation to fight the 
Mexican Army.  Indians started taking advantage of the lack of military presence in the area and started attacking settlers on the 
edge of the frontier while the army was preoccupied with preparing to go to war with Mexico.  The newly formed Texas government 
decided to allow citizens to organize “ranging companies“ to protect settlers from the Indian attacks and help new settlers gain confi-
dence to migrate towards the frontier.  January 1836 was the start of a new year that would soon lead to the birth of a new Republic, 
and that month Captain John J. Tumlinson, Jr. was commissioned by Stephen F. Austin to report for duty under Major Robert McAlpin 
Williamson, who the county was named after.  Captain Tumlinson was to lead a company of 60 men up the headwaters of Brushy 
Creek and build a block-house to protect the settlers.  One of the 60 men was Noah Smithwick, who would one day write down his 
story. 
 
Noah was born in 1808 in North Carolina and came to Texas in 1827 at the age of 19.  After 
serving time in San Antonio with the likes of Sam Houston, William Travis, and others, he 
headed to Bastrop in the winter of 1835 to recover from the flu.  In his memoirs he recounts his 
time spent with the ranging companies serving the area of Bastrop and what would one day 
become known as Williamson County.  In the winter of 1835 while laid up in Bastrop, he met up 
with David Crockett to head back to San Antonio.  Crockett told Noah to say behind a few days 
and get over his fever and he could head down to San Antonio with the next party that was com-
ing through in a few days.  That party ended up taking a different route and Noah was not able 
to catch up to Crockett in San Antonio.  Instead, Noah was assigned to Captain John J.         
Tumlison, Jr. along with 59 other men.  Noah recounts his frustrations of not being there to take 
the Alamo, but he did point out that we would have been there a few months later when the 
Alamo was taken back by Santa Anna and the Mexican Army and he would probably have not 
survived. 
 
In 1835 Brushy Creek marked the edge of the frontier.  Few settlers came into the area due to 
the frequency of Indians attacks.  In January, 1836 Captain Tumlinson and his 60 mean, includ-
ing Noah, headed out to build their fort.  The fort would serve as an Indian look-out to protect 
settlers from Indian attacks, which had become all to common in the area.  The fort was the 
first building constructed in Williamson County.  The men carved steps out of a large oak tree 
next to the fort to serve as a look-out for Indians.  The tree is pictured here, but has since been 
cut down.      

 

An artist conception of Tumlinson’s Fort.  Courtesy of the Cedar Park Heritage Society. 

The “look-out” tree.  Courtesy of  
Williamson County Historical Museum.  
Photo WCHM-1009 



The fort had a short life and was abandoned after only a few months because Santa Anna was 
marching on Texas.  The men were called on to protect families fleeing from the Mexican army 
and some accounts say they ran to San Antonio to help at the Alamo but showed up too late.  
This same account says that they also headed to San Jacinto and showed up the day after the 
battle.  When Santa Anna was defeated at the Battle of San Jacinto and Texas won it’s  
independence from Mexico, the new Republic of Texas was born.  The groups of citizens that 
formed ranging companies would come to be called the “Ranging Corp” which would one day 
become the Texas Rangers.  
 
The next year (1837) Noah Smithwick returned to the area to scout out the fort and found that 
it had been burned by Indians.  Today nothing remains of the original site except a stump to 
mark the location of the look-out tree.  In 1936 a historical marker was placed at the entrance 
of the Block House Creek neighborhood to mark the location of the fort. 
 
There are many great stories to be told about the men that served at Tumlison’s Fort but most 
have been lost to history.  We are fortunate that Noah decided to record his life story so future 
generations could get a small glimpse into the lives of early Texans.  Noah left Texas in 1861 
with the onset of the Civil War.  He said that he fought to make Texas apart of the Union and he 
would not fight to undo that.  He moved on to California where he died in 1899 at the age of 
91.  His memoirs where publish in 1900, just a year after his death, under the title, Evolution of 
a State and is still treasured by historians of today for it’s insight into the early days of Texas and the people that lived and died 
here.   
 
The information contained in this article has been researched from various sources over the past few months.  Most of the informa-
tion cannot be verified for historical accuracy and we will continue to research the information as best possible.  Not a lot is know 
about Tumlinson’s Fort and the people that served there.  If you have any information regarding the location of the site, people that 
served there, pictures, maps, or any other document, please contact the newsletter.  We would like to publish additional information 
as it is found and verified.  We are still searching for the location of the look-out tree and the exact location of the fort.  There is rea-
son to believe that the picture of the look-out tree is not correct.  A reference from the 1970’s identifies the look-out tree as being 
located in the front of the Walker House in Blockhouse Creek.  If the reference is correct, the picture is probably not  of the look-out 
tree and there is a possibility that the look-out tree is still there. 
 
All information collected will be made available to the Williamson County Historical Museum and the Cedar Park Heritage Society for 
others to enjoy. 
 
Information for this article was provided by: 
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Historical Marker located at the entrance 
to the Block House Creek neighborhood.  
The marker was placed in 1936 by the 
Texas Centennial Commission to mark the 
area of Tumlinson’s Fort. 


