
San Gabriel Park recognized as
 
one ofstate's natural treasures
 

G'town fixture one of nine places to receive society's designation
 
Georgetown's San Gabriel 

Park was one of nine parks in 
Texas recently designated as a 
Lone Star Legacy Park by the 
Texas Recreation and Parks 
Society. As the inaugural group 
to receive the designation, the 
nine parks were chosen by the 
society for their status in their 
community and prominence in 
the state of Texas. Each of the 
nine parks is at least 50 years 
old. 
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Robin Kunkel, a director for 
the society, will present the 
award to the City of George
town at the city council meet
ing on March 13. The awards 
were first announced on Febru
ary 29 at the annual meeting of 
the society in The Woodlands. 

All the parks chosen for the 
Lone Star Legacy Park desig
nation have distinct natural or 
constructed features and are 
associated with important his
torical or community events. 
The Lone Star Legacy Parks 
will be included in a statewide 
initiative by the society pro
moting heritage tourism. 

"The purpose of the designa
tion is to recognize what a park 

means to a particular commu
nity," said Stacey Dicke, a so
ciety board member, in a press 
release. 

The significance of the place 
that would become San Gabri
el Park predates its status as 
parkland. The area at the con
fluence of San Gabriel River's 
north and south forks was a 
site for Tonkawa Indian en
campments in the past. Three 
large natural springs shaded 
by towering sycamore trees on 
the banks of the San Gabriel 
River were a source of fresh 
water. In the 19th century, cow
boys on a spur of the Chisholm 
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Late last year, nine-year-old Kameron Lopez went ont afishing expedition to San Gabriel Park with his 
great-gr~ndmother, Birdie Barnett, who turned 88-years-old on January 3. People of all ages enjoy the 
park, which recently received recognition from the Texas Recreation and Parks Society. 
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Trail drove cattle through 
the area. 

In 1933, the land was pur
chased by the City of George
town to become San Gabriel 
Park. The Community Cen
ter and the low-water cross
ing were Work Progress Ad
ministration projects built 
in the park during the Great 
Depression. 

In the 79-year history of 
San Gabriel Park, other fea
tures would be added, includ
ing the Rodeo Arena, Show 
Barn, Sunken Garden, vol
unteer-built Creative Play
scape, Recreation Center, and 
the hike and bike trail. The 
park also is home to baseball 
fields, soccer fields, and until 
recently, the football stadium 
for Georgetown ISD. Pavil

ions and picnic shelters at 
the park are popular for fam
ily reunions and other gath
erings. 

The 178-acre San Gabriel 
Park has been the stage 
for many events, including 
Mayfair, Williamson Coun
ty Sheriff's Posse Rodeo, 
Sertoma July 4 Celebration, 
Chisholm Trail Days and 
cattle drive, Festival of the 
Arts classical music con
certs, a food and wine festi

val, Catfish Fishing Derby, 
Haunted Hayride and count
less sports tournaments. 

Eight other parks in Texas 
received the Lone Star Leg
acy Park designation in the 
first year of the program, 
including Zilker Park in 
Austin, Botanic Gardens in 
Fort Worth, Heritage Park 
in Grapevine, Landa Park 
in New Braunfels, Haggard 
Park in Plano, Civic League 
Park in San Angelo, San Pe-

San Gabriel 
Park is the 
stage for 
many events 
throughout 
the year in 
Georgetown. 
including 
Chisholm Trail 
Days. which 
reenacts a 
cattle drive 
along the 
banks of the 
river. 
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dro Springs Park in San An
tonio and Walnut Springs 
Park in Seguin. 

For more information 
about San Gabriel Park or 
the Georgetown Parks and 
Recreation Department, go 
to parks.georgetown.org. 
For more information about 
the Texas Recreation and 
Parks Society, a nonprofit 
professional and education
al organization, go to www. 
traps.org. 


